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 CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

 

Mayor Zavier M. Garcia  

Vice Mayor Jennifer Ator Councilman Bob Best 

Councilwoman Grace Bain                                                Councilman George V. Lob 

 

 

Decorum: “Any person making impertinent or slanderous remarks or who becomes 
boisterous while addressing the City Council, shall be barred from further audience before 
the City Council by the Mayor, unless permission to continue or again address the City 
Council is granted by the majority vote of the City Council members present.  In 
accordance with the foregoing, the City Council has determined that racial or ethnic slurs, 
personal attacks and comments unrelated to City matters or issues constitute prohibited 
comments from the podium”. 

 

AGENDA 

 REGULAR MEETING 

 Monday, December 10, 2012 – 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers – City Hall 

201 Westward Drive – Miami Springs 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

2. Invocation: Councilman Lob  
 

Salute to the Flag: Students from Miami Springs Elementary will lead the audience 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag 

 

3. Awards & Presentations: 
 
A) Yard of the Month  Award – December 2012 – Clifford and Merilynn 

Kleinhample – 190 Shadow Way 
 
B) Certificate of Sincere Appreciation to Gene Duffy as a Former Member of the 

Police and Firefighters Retirement System Board 
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3. Awards & Presentations: (Continued)  
 

C) Presentation by Bryan Reardon of Energy Systems Group 
  

4. Open Forum: Persons wishing to speak on items of general city business, please 
sign the register located on the speaker's stand before the meeting begins 

 

5. Approval of Council Minutes: 
 

A) 11-19-2012 – Regular Meeting 
B) 11-26-2012 – Special Meeting 
C) 11-28-2012 – Special Meeting 

 

6. Reports from Boards & Commissions:  
 

A) 11-19-2012 – Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-Hoc Committee – 
Cancellation Notice  

B) 12-03-2012 – Zoning and Planning Board – Cancellation Notice  
C) 12-03-2012 – Board of Adjustment – Cancellation Notice 
D) 12-04-2012 – Code Enforcement Board – Cancellation Notice  
E) 12-05-2012 – Architectural Review Board – Cancellation Notice 
F) 12-11-2012 – Recreation Commission – Cancellation Notice 
G) 12-13-2012 – Board of Parks and Parkways – Cancellation Notice  
 

7. Public Hearings:  
 

A) “Second” Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1040-2012 – An Ordinance of 
the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, Florida Updating the Five-Year 
Schedule of Capital Improvements of the City’s Comprehensive Plan as 
Mandated by Florida Statutes Sections 163.3177 (3) (b); Providing a 
Conflicts Clause and Severability Clause; Providing an Effective Date (First 
Reading: 10-22-2012 –  Second Reading: 11-19-2012 – Advertised: 11-29-
2012) 

 
B) Second Reading - Ordinance No. 1043-2012- An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
150-010, Roof Materials, Requirements, and Re-roofs; By Deleting All 
References to the Two Year Sunset Provision Thereby Including Asphalt 
Shingles as an Approved Roofing Material for the City; Striking Subsection 
(H) of the Ordinance as Being Inappropriate and Outdated; Repealing All 
Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Providing An Effective Date 
(First Reading: 11-19-2012; Advertised: 11-29-2012) 
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7. Public Hearings: (Continued)  
 
C) Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1044-2012 – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
150-002, Definitions; by Clarifying and Updating the Definitions of Rear Yard 
[Subsection (C) (79)], and Side Yard [Subsection (C) (80)]; Repealing All 
Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Providing an Effective Date 
(First Reading: 11-19-2012; Advertised: 11-29-2012) 

 
D) Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1045-2012 – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
150-164, Northwest 36

th
 Street; By Removing Any and All References to the 

Required Participation of the City Architectural Review Board in the Design 
Review Process Mandated by the Ordinance; Repealing All Ordinances or 
Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Providing an Effective Date (First Reading: 
11-19-2012; Advertised: 11-29-2012) 

 
E) Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1046-2012 – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
32-20, Establishment and Membership; by Revising the Membership of the 
City’s Memorial Committee to Meet Current Participation Availability; 
Repealing all Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Effective Date 
(First Reading: 11-19-2012; Advertised: 11-29-2012) 

 
F) Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1047-2012 – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
97-05, Senior Citizen Additional Homestead Tax Exemption; by Providing a 
Revised Provision Authorizing Qualified Seniors to Apply for Additional 
Homestead Tax Exemption  Benefits; Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of 
Ordinances in Conflict; Providing an Effective Date (First Reading: 11-28-
2012; Advertised: 11-30-2012) 

 

8. Consent Agenda:  
 

A) Approval of City Attorney’s Invoice for November 2012 in the Amount of 
$12,204.00 

 

9. Old Business:  
 

A) Appointments to Advisory Boards by the Mayor and Council Members 
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9. Old Business: (Continued)  
 

B) “Second” First Reading – Ordinance No. 1042-2012 – An Ordinance of the 
City Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance 
Section 150-034, Installation of Central Air Conditioning and Heating Units, 
Pool Pumps and Equipment, and Sprinkler Pumps and Equipment; By 
Providing an Additional Site Location for the Placement of Such Equipment 
on Newly Constructed Properties and Clarifying That All Approved Locations 
Are Not to Be Within Required Setback Areas; Repealing All Ordinances or 
Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Effective Date (First Reading: 11-19-2012) 
 

C) Review of Proposed Changes to the City’s Code of Ethics and Consideration 
of Incorporating a Citizens Bill of Rights (Requested by Vice Mayor Ator) 

 

10. New Business:  
 
A) Consideration of Request from Susan Baan on Behalf of the Miami Springs 

Middle School PTA for a Contribution to the Art in the Sky Project 
 
B) Consideration of Request from Fred Suco to Host a New Year’s Eve 

Celebration with Live Music Until 1:00 a.m. 
 

C) Consideration of Request from the Woman’s Club to Waive Approximately 
$710.10 in Permit Fees Required as Part of the Remodeling of their Kitchen 
and Bathroom Facility 

 
D) Resolution No. 2012-3567 – A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 

Miami Springs Authorizing the City Manager to Apply for a FY 2013 Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant from the Federal Drug Control and 
System Improvement Program, through the Office of Grants Coordination 
Justice Assistance Grant Administration for Miami-Dade County; Authorizing 
the City Manager to Execute Grant Contracts and Agreements, Execute 
Contracts and Agreements to Accomplish Grant Funding Purposes, Expend 
Funding for Established and Authorized Purposes,  Receive and Expend 
Additional Funding that Might Become Available, Execute Amendatory 
Application Documentation, and to Exercise all Contractual Rights, 
Authorizations and Privileges Available to the City; Effective Date 

 
E) Ordinance No. 1048-2012 – First Reading – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
35-53, Benefit Amounts and Eligibility; by Providing Additional Provisions to 
Subsection (K), Deferred Retirement Option Plan (“DROP”), to Expand and 
Further Clarify and Explain Plan Eligibility; Repealing all Ordinances or Parts 
or Ordinances in Conflict; Providing an Effective Date 
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10. New Business: (Continued)  
 

F) Ordinance No. 1049-2012 – First Reading – An Ordinance of the City 
Council of the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 
35-55, Contributions; by Providing a Two Year Plan for the City to Reduce 
Required Police Retirement Plan Contributions; Repealing all Ordinances or 
Parts or Ordinances in Conflict; Providing an Effective Date 

 

11.    Other Business: None 
 

12. Reports & Recommendations: 
 

A) City Attorney 
B) City Manager 
C) City Council 

 

13. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************** 
If any person decides to appeal any decision of this Board with respect to any matter considered, s/he will need a record 
of the proceedings and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is made (F. S. 286.0105), all of which the City does 
not provide. 
************************************************************************************************************************************* 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation to participate in this 
proceeding should contact the City Clerk, 201 Westward Drive, Miami Springs, Florida 33166.  Telephone: (305) 805-
5006, no later than (7) days prior to the proceeding. 
************************************************************************************************************************************ 
Pursuant to Sec. 2-11.1 (S) of the Miami-Dade County Code and Miami Springs Code of Ordinances Chapter 33 - §33-
20, all persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principal who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or 
modifications of (1) ordinance, resolution, action or decision of the City Council; (2) any action, decision, recommendation 
of any City Board or Committee; or (3) any action, decision or recommendation of City personnel during the time period 
of the entire decision-making process on such action, decision or recommendation which will be heard or reviewed by the 
City Council, or a City Board or Committee shall register with the City before engaging in any lobbying activities on forms 
prepared for this purpose and shall state under oath his or her name, business address, the name and business address 
of each person or entity which has employed said registrant to lobby, and the specific issue on which he or she has been 
employed to lobby.  A copy of the lobbyist registration form is available from the Office of the City Clerk. 
************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 



 

 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS 
Finance Department 
201 Westward Drive 
Miami Springs, FL  33166-5289 
Phone: (305) 805-5014 
Fax: (305) 805-5018 
 

 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor Garcia and Members of the City Council 
 
VIA: Ronald Gorland, City Manager 
 
FROM: William Alonso, CPA, CGFO, Finance Director 
 
DATE: December 3, 2012 
 

A few months ago the city was approached by Mr. Bryan Reardon of Energy Systems Group (ESG) 
regarding the performance of a feasibility study to determine if they could recommend a project that 
would save the city money inn energy and operating costs. 
 
ESG completed the feasibility study (see attachments) and they determined that the savings would be 
approximately $125,000 per year and that this amount was more than enough fund the costs of the 
project. 
 
Mr. Reardon is here tonight to provide Council with some background on how the project would work, 
funding sources, continues monitoring of results after project completion, and to answer any 
questions you may have.  
 
  
Attachments: 
1) Background memo from Mr. Reardon 
2) Company overview 
3) Feasibility study 
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DRAFT 
City of Miami Springs, Florida 

 

The Miami Springs City Council held a REGULAR MEETING in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall on Monday, November 19, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m.   
 
The following were present: Mayor Zavier M. Garcia 

Vice Mayor Jennifer Ator 
Councilwoman Grace Bain 
Councilman Bob Best 
Councilman George Lob 

 
Also Present:    City Manager Ronald K. Gorland 
     Asst. City Mgr./Finance Director William Alonso 
     City Attorney Jan K. Seiden  

Chief of Police Peter G. Baan 
Planning and Zoning Director James H. Holland 
Golf Superintendent Sandy Pell 
I.T. Director Jorge Fonseca 
Deputy City Clerk Suzanne S. Hitaffer 
Clerical Assistant Elora R. Sakal 

 

2. Invocation: Councilman Best offered the invocation. 

 

Salute to the Flag: Students from Blessed Trinity Catholic School led the audience 
in the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 
The audience participated. 
 
Mayor Garcia presented baseball caps to the students who participated. 
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3. Awards & Presentations:  

 

3A) Paperless Agenda i-Pad Instructions by I. T. Director Jorge Fonseca 

 
I. T. Director Jorge Fonseca explained that before the meeting he gave a short 
demonstration on the iPad to show Council the new paperless agenda. The City Clerk’s 
Office is doing a great job with quickly learning how to optimize the pdf files. 
 
Mayor Garcia stated that the paperless agenda is going to be easier for everyone including 
the residents and if the residents still want a hard paper copy it will be available. The 
paperless agenda will save the City money and in turn save the residents money as well. 
 
City Manager Gorland said that he plans to run the paperless agenda parallel with the 
normal agenda process for a couple of months until Council is ready to make a full 
commitment.   
 

 

3B) Presentation by John Foy from USGA on Golf Conditions 

 
John Foy from USGA stated that he is the Regional Director for South Florida. His last visit 
to the Golf Course was 1-1/2 years ago.  Since his last visit there has been a big 
improvement with the irrigation system, but the Golf Course is still suffering from the 
installation.  Due to the summer rainfall and cloud cover, it was not a good growing season 
for the grass; play and revenue was down and expenses were cut.  He said that the basic 
resources must be available in order to grow healthy grass and control pests. 
 
Mr. Foy stated that the putting greens are healthy and there should be no problems for the 
winter due to the proactive management and control of diseases by Golf Superintendent 
Sandy Pell. He said that the roots get shallow with a lot rain and improvement to 
surrounding areas of the putting greens is needed.  He believes that the Golf Course 
greens should continue to be fertilized.  
 
Mr. Foy added that there are both good and bad tees and he would recommend renovating 
and upgrading of the tees in order to get a smooth and level surface.  The fairways have 
been an issue and the basic grass is 70-80 years old.  He explained that fertilization and 
weed control is needed for the short term. 
 
Mr. Foy commented that he will send a written report to the City.  There are 200 total acres 
and 80 acres of fairways and the average golf course is 35-40 acres.  He has suggested 
reducing the size of the fairways in order to cut costs.  He noted that there is a new variety 
of Bermuda grass called Celebration that is better adapted for the needs of the golf 
courses in South Florida and the “no till” process is less disruptive.  He mentioned that the 
13

th
 and 14

th
 fairways are the weakest and he hopes to start with them this spring.  Other 

suggestions Mr. Foy made were to reduce the shade problems, root pruning and replacing 
sand in the bunkers and hazards. 
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Mayor Garcia asked about reducing the fairways and if that would affect the play and Mr. 
Foy replied that the fairways are 40 yards wide; they can be reduced by approximately 35 
yards and it would not penalize the golfers. 

 
Councilman Best thanked Mr. Foy for his presentation. 

  

 

3C) Proclamation – National American Indian Heritage Month 
 
Vice Mayor Ator received a proclamation from Mayor Garcia proclaiming November as 
National American Indian Heritage Month. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator commented that she is accepting this proclamation on behalf of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and it is going to be displayed in the Miami 
Springs Public Library. 
 
 

4. Open Forum:  
 
No speakers. 
 
 

5. Approval of Council Minutes: 

 

5A) 10-22-2012 – Regular Meeting 
 
Minutes of the October 22, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as written. 
 

Councilman Best moved the item.  Councilman Lob seconded the motion which was 

carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 
 
 

6. Reports from Boards & Commission 

 

6A) 10-15-2012 – Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-Hoc Committee – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the October 15, 2012 Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-Hoc Committee 
meeting were received for information without comment. 

 

 

6B) 10-16-2012 – Education Advisory Board – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the October 16, 2012 Education Advisory Board meeting were received for 
information without comment. 
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6C) 10-18-2012 – Historic Preservation Board – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the October 18, 2012 Historic Preservation Board meeting were received for 
information without comment. 

 

 

6D) 10-22-2012 – Board of Appeals – Minutes  
 
Minutes of the October 22, 2012 Board of Appeals meeting were received for information 
without comment. 
 

 

6E) 10-23-2012 – Ecology Board – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the October 23, 2012 Ecology Board meeting were received for information. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator commented that in regard to recycling, she would like for someone to 
advise the Ecology Board members that there is recycling at the Community Center 
because based on the minutes, they are under the impression that there is no recycling at 
the facility. 
 

 

6F) 11-06-2012 – Code Enforcement Board – Cancellation Notice 

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 6, 2012 Code Enforcement Board meeting was 
received for information without comment. 
 

 

6G) 11-07-2012 – Architectural Review Board – Cancellation Notice 

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 7, 2012 Architectural Review Board meeting was 
received for information without comment. 
 

 

6H) 11-08-2012 – Board of Parks and Parkways – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the November 8, 2012 Board of Parks and Parkways meeting were received for 
information. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator commented that in reading the Board of Parks and Parkways meeting 
minutes regarding the Westward Drive bike path, she would like to attempt to not up-root 
trees for the project. 
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City Manager Gorland stated that the City can attempt to not up-root the trees but there is a 
certain amount of root pruning that must be done because cement needs to be poured at a 
specific width. Some trees are very close to the street, but as to the health of the trees, he 
understands that some trees may suffer but none should expire. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator said that from previous discussions regarding the Westward bike path, she 
was under the impression that there was going to be minimal removal of trees. 
 
City Manager Gorland explained that the only area that there was a question about was 
where the benches and shelters were going to be placed due to the bus stop requirements.  
 
Mayor Garcia asked City Manager Gorland if he could follow up with Public Works Director 
Nash to find out what the difference is between what was discussed with him and the 
Board of Parks and Parkways. 
 

 

6I) 11-15-2012 – Historic Preservation Board – Cancellation Notice 

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 15, 2012 Historic Preservation Board meeting was 
received for information without comment. 
 
 

6J) 11-22-2012 – Code Review Board – Cancellation Notice 

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 22, 2012 Code Review Board was received for 
information without comment. 
 

 

6K) 11-05-2012 – Zoning and Planning Board – Cancellation Notice 

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 5, 2012 Zoning and Planning Board was received for 
information without comment. 
 

 

6L) 11-13-2012 – Recreation Commission – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the November 13, 2012 Recreation Commission meeting were received for 
information without comment. 
 

 

6M) 09-19-2012 – General Employees Retirement System – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the September 19, 2012 General Employees Retirement System meeting were 
received for information without comment. 
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6N) 09-19-2012 – Police and Firefighters Retirement System – Minutes 
 
Minutes of the September 19, 2012 Police and Firefighters Retirement System meeting 
were received for information without comment. 
 

 

6O) 11-14-2012 – Golf and Country Club Advisory Board – Cancellation Notice  

 
Cancellation Notice of the November 14, 2012 Golf and Country Club Advisory Board 
meeting was received for information without comment. 
 
 

6P) 11-05-2012 – Board of Adjustment – Approval of Actions Taken at their Meeting 

of November 5, 2012, Subject to the 10-day Appeal Period 

 
Actions taken by the Board of Adjustment at their meeting of November 5, 2012 were 
approved subject to the 10-day appeal period. 
 

Vice Mayor Ator moved for approval.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, which 

was unanimously carried on roll call vote. 
 
 
 

 
Council sat as the Board of Appeals at 7:44 p.m.   

 
The Mayor reconvened the City Council meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

7. Public Hearings:  

 

7A) Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1040-2012 – An Ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Miami Springs, Florida Updating the Five-Year Schedule of 

Capital Improvements of the City’s Comprehensive Plan as Mandated by Florida 

Statutes Sections 163.3177 (3) (b); Providing a Conflicts Clause and Severability 

Clause; Providing an Effective Date (First Reading: 10-22-2012 – Advertised: 11-01-

2012) 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that this is one of the Comprehensive Plan amendments that were 
proposed by the City consultants. 
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Planning and Zoning Director Holland commented that there was a change in Exhibit “A” 
that Councilwoman Ator had requested regarding a column reflecting the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year for informational purposes. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator asked if the items that were in the 2012-2013 fiscal year column were in 
the budget and Assistant City Manager/Finance Director Alonso responded that he would 
like to defer this item to the next meeting because Exhibit “A” was not updated by the 
consultants. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that Council can either pass the ordinance with the 
assurance that the schedule would be corrected or it can be brought back to the next 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Garcia would like for this item to be brought back to Council at the next meeting. 
  

The ordinance was tabled for a “second” first reading at the December 10
th

 Regular 

Council Meeting. 

 

 

8. Consent Agenda: (approved with one motion) 

 

8A) Approval of the City Attorney’s Invoice for October 2012 in the Amount of 

$12,825.00 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

8B) Recommendation that Council Approve Change Orders No. 4 & 5 to Carivon 

Construction Co., in the Amount of $75,507.05, for the Work Described in List 

Attached for Completion of the Curtiss Mansion Project, Pursuant to Section 31.11 

(F) (11) (c) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 
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8C) Recommendation that Council Approve an Expenditure to Dell Marketing, L.P., 

Utilizing Florida State Contract # 250-000-09-1, in the Amount of $6,433.56, for a File 

(LAN) Server to Accommodate Required Upgrades of the Police Computer Network, 

Pursuant to Section 31.11 (E) (5) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

8D) Recommendation that Council Approve a Bid to Maroone Dodge of Pembroke 

Pines, Utilizing Florida Sheriffs Association Bid Award Announcement # 12-20-0905, 

in the Amount of $71,205.00, for Three (3) Dodge Chargers Patrol Vehicles, Pursuant 

to Section 31.11 (E) (5) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

8E) Recommendation that Council Approve a Bid to Peterson’s Harley-Davidson of 

Miami, L.L.C. Utilizing Miami-Dade County Contract # 5206-5/14-4, in the Amount of 

$22,186.34, for Two (2) 2013 Harley-Davidson Road King Motorcycles, Pursuant to 

Section 31.11 (E) (5) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

8F) Recommendation that Council Approve a Change Order of $1,325.00 to Metro 

Express for Additional Paving of the Area Around Bentley and Ludlam Drives, 

Pursuant to Section 31.11 (F) (11) (b) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 



Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting   Monday, November 19, 2012 9 

There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

8G) Request that Council Approve an Expenditure in an Amount not to Exceed 

$12,000.00 to Gabriel Roeder Smith and Company, Actuaries (GRS), for Police 

Pension Plan Alternatives, as a Sole Source Provider, Pursuant to Section 31.11 (E) 

(6) (c) of the City Code 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the title of the award. 
 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved the consent agenda.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 
 

9. Old Business:  

 

9A) Appointments to Advisory Boards by the Mayor and Council Members 

 

Vice Mayor Ator (Group IV) appointed Todd Stiff as the alternate member to the Board of 
Adjustment for a three-year term ending on October 31, 2015. 
 

Councilman Lob (Group III) reappointed Fredy Albiza to the Architectural Review Board 
for a two-year term ending on October 31, 2014. 
 

Councilman Lob (Group III) reappointed Jacqueline Martinez Regueira to the Code 
Enforcement Board for a three-year term ending on September 30, 2015. 
 
Councilwoman Ator asked if the Civil Service Board appointment is made on a rotating 
basis and City Attorney Seiden replied that the Civil Service Board has not met for 
approximately four election cycles.  
 
 

10. New Business:  

 

10A) Consideration of Request for Funding Movie Nights from All Angels Academy 

 
On behalf of Mother Keedy, Mindy McNichols of 1471 Hammond Drive requested Council 
approval for the City to co-sponsor the All Angels Academy movie nights on the Circle by 
providing the necessary Police assistance. She explained that All Angels pays for the 
screen rentals and paid publicity. 
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Ms. McNichols explained that All Angels is in charge of setting up and taking everything 
down at the end of the event.  She clarified that All Angels does not make a profit and the 
event is not a fundraiser.  She said that All Angels enjoys holding the event for the 
community; it is very popular and many people attend. 
 
Ms. McNichols stated that All Angels is asking for reimbursement of the Police officers for 
the Friday, November 17

th
 movie night event. 

 
Nery Owens of 332 Payne Drive said that she has a problem with a conflict of separation of 
church and state. The residents’ tax dollars are being used for this event at approximately 
$3,000 per Movie Night for the police reimbursement. The City has made many cuts during 
the budget process and she questioned why Council continues to support the event. 
 
Mayor Garcia clarified that the City does not spend $3,000 per Movie Night.  He asked 
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director William Alonso what the amount is for the police 
officers per event. 
 
Mr. Alonso replied that the funds come from the $10,000 that was budgeted for Circle 
events and he believes that the total cost last year was less than $3,000 for the Movie 
Night events. 
 
To answer Ms. Owen’s question, Mayor Garcia responded that Public Works does not 
clean up after the event. All Angels cleans everything after the event has ended. 
 
Ms. Owens feels that $3,000 is a lot to be spending and she believes that in all fairness, 
either all religions or none should be co-sponsored. She does not think that the City should 
co-sponsor any religions based on the United States Constitution in regard to separation of 
church and State.   
 
Chief of Police Pete Baan stated that for past Movie Night events there have been three 
Police officers at $35.00 an hour per officer and the event is normally four hours.  
  
Mayor Garcia clarified that this was an item that Council approved in the budget. Movie 
Night is something that Council supports and All Angels was the religious institution that 
took on this event.  He has asked other religious institutions if they were interested in 
hosting similar events and all of them replied that they were happy with the way All Angels 
was running the event and were not interested in taking on the task. 
 
Mayor Garcia stated that All Angels welcomes other religious institutions to come and help 
and Blessed Trinity has helped in setting up and picking up after the event. He agrees with 
Ms. Owens that there should be a separation between church and State, although there is 
no mention of faith at the event. He would like to see Movie Nights continue no matter who 
is the host. 
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Councilman Lob said that Council set up the Circle funds to help promote activity at the 
Circle in the Downtown area.  He has attended the Movie Night event and there is no 
discussion of faith and a lot of people who are not a part of All Angels attend the event. 
 
Councilman Best appreciated Ms. Owens’ review on this topic.  He said that he is not of 
that religious persuasion of All Angels; however the fact that it is not a religious event is 
significant. He views it as an event for all members of the City. The safety issue of the 
Police officers is for the betterment of the City as well. He commended All Angels for 
wanting to host this event. 
 
City Attorney Seiden clarified that Vice Mayor Ator will not vote on this item because she is 
the Chair person of the All Angels Board of Trustees. He said that if something religious 
was taking place during the event then it would be a different subject, but this is a City 
event and All Angels sponsors the event. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator commented that last year during the budget process she suggested 
moving the Movie Night to another area but Council was happy with hosting the event on 
the Circle. 

 

Councilwoman Bain moved to approve. Councilman Best seconded the motion, 

which was carried 4-0 on roll call vote with Vice Mayor Ator abstaining (CE Form 8B–
Memorandum of Voting Conflicts attached) 

 

 

10B) Request from Lino Ferrer Productions to Serve Alcohol in the Sosa Theater on 

Sunday, November 18, 2012 from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland stated that this is not a request for sale of alcohol but 
rather a party where they will be serving alcohol. 
 
Lino Ferrer of 1470 N. W. 107 Avenue, Suite C, explained that there is not going to be any 
sale of alcohol. They will be serving wine and champagne for a celebration on Thursday, 
November 29

th
. 

 
Mayor Garcia asked if the alcoholic beverages were going to be served inside of the 
theatre and Mr. Ferrer replied that they would be served outside in the lobby after a 
presentation that will take place in the Rebeca Sosa Theatre. 
  

Councilman Best moved to approve. Councilwoman Bain seconded the motion, 

which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 
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10C) Resolution No. 2012-3566 – A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 

Miami Springs, Authorizing and Approving The Submittal of an Application for a 2012 

Transportation Enhancement Program (“TEP”) Grant Administered by the State of 

Florida Department of Transportation; Authorizing Execution of the Required Grant 

Application Documentation by the Proper Officers and Officials of the City; Effective 

Date 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the resolution by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that this is the alternative that would keep the program as a bike 
path and funds might be available within the five-year funding cycle at no match to the City 
and it would allow for the bike path project as opposed to the CITT funds. 
 

Vice Mayor Ator moved to adopt the resolution.  Councilman Best seconded the 

motion which carried 4-1 on roll call vote with Councilwoman Bain casting the 

dissenting vote. 

 

 

10D) First Reading – Ordinance No. 1042-2012 – An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 150-034, Installation 

of Central Air Conditioning and Heating Units, Pool Pumps and Equipment, and 

Sprinkler Pumps and Equipment; By Providing an Additional Site Location for the 

Placement of Such Equipment on Newly Constructed Properties and Clarifying That 

All Approved Locations Are Not to Be Within Required Setback Areas; Repealing All 

Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Effective Date 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that he provided a provision for an additional location for new 
construction.  
 
Vice Mayor Ator would like to amend the ordinance because of the problems that the City 
has had, but it could create the same problem as before which is that none of the 
architects looked at the code before they did their drawings. If the equipment is not within 
the seven foot setback, she does not understand why it would require placement in a 
niche. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that the reason was because this is a way of further 
protecting the noise and view by having it recessed inside a niche. The ordinance is as 
clear as it can be and architects should be able to read and abide by the Code regulations. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator was of the opinion that adding the niche to the ordinance would create 
more problems. She also would like to add language about requiring some foliage or 
landscaping. 



Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting   Monday, November 19, 2012 13 

 
City Attorney Seiden stated that the word “foliage” can be added to the ordinance in order 
to be more specific or it can be left the way it is and leave it to the discretion to the 
Planning Department. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator wanted to make the ordinance as clear as possible so the City does not 
continue to have these issues. 
 
Councilman Best suggested changing the language to “and/or” after the word “and” in 
order to satisfy any foliage or screening requirement.  He mentioned that ordinances are 
passed by Council for the convenience of citizens and not the architects. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator explained that prices for variance requests have increased and she would 
like for the process to be easier and clearer. 
 
City Attorney Seiden said that he could add the word foliage into the ordinance if that is 
what Council would like to do. 
 
To answer Mayor Garcia’s question, City Attorney Seiden responded that if a home is built 
without a niche, the homeowners have the right to get a variance, but it would not be 
approved without the granting of a variance. 
 
Mayor Garcia asked what would be done if Council wanted to allow units or equipment on 
the outside of the side yard setback and City Attorney Seiden replied that the language 
would be eliminated from the ordinance. 
 
Mayor Garcia said that what is being proposed is that as long as the equipment is within 
the outside of the side yard setback, it would be permitted even though they are not in a 
niche as long as it is enclosed or properly screened with foliage or another type of 
screening. 
 
Councilman Best commented that he was unsure of what that proposal would solve and he 
feels that people would still come to request a variance. He does not believe that people 
would be able to get through the side yard without a niche. 
 
Mayor Garcia stated that the units or equipment have to be on the outside of the side yard 
setback. 
 
Councilman Best said that most properties would not qualify and Mayor Garcia replied that 
they would not be permitted but the homeowners have the right to get a variance. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that most of the recent variances have been from 
properties that are approximately 20,000 square feet. If Council changes the ordinance to 
not require the niche, there will be more variance cases. 
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Vice Mayor Ator commented that Council is not saying that someone cannot create a 
niche, they are saying that it will not be required to create a niche as long as they are 
outside of the setback. She said that she spoke with Board of Adjustment Chairman Manny 
Pérez-Vichot and he was in favor of allowing units in the side yard. 
   

Council directed City Attorney Seiden to create the new language for the ordinance 

and bring it back for another first reading at the next Council Meeting. 
 

 

10E) First Reading - Ordinance No. 1043-2012- An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 150-010, Roof 

Materials, Requirements, and Re-roofs; By Deleting All References to the Two Year 

Sunset Provision Thereby Including Asphalt Shingles as an Approved Roofing 

Material for the City; Striking Subsection (H) of the Ordinance as Being Inappropriate 

and Outdated; Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; 

Providing An Effective Date 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that he took the prior ordinance and struck out the language that 
was sun setting. 

 

Councilman Lob moved to approve the ordinance on first reading. Councilman Best 

seconded the motion which carried 4-1 on roll call vote with Vice Mayor Ator casting 

the dissenting vote. 

 

 

10F) First Reading – Ordinance No. 1044-2012 – An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 150-002, Definitions; 

by Clarifying and Updating the Definitions of Rear Yard [Subsection (C) (79)], and 

Side Yard [Subsection (C) (80)]; Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in 

Conflict; Providing an Effective Date 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that he and Mr. Holland went over some of the definitions in order 
to make them easier to understand.  He generally agrees with Planning and Zoning 
Director Holland, which is that regulatory conditions should not be included within the 
definitions and there is a good exception for what he left in the ordinance. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that the first part of subsection 79 describes what a rear 
yard is. There are provisions in the code that deal with lot coverage both in the front and in 
the rear yard. It is not allowable to build in the rear yard if it exceeds a certain percentage 
and there was always an issue in defining it. 
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City Attorney Seiden explained the changes to some of the definitions in the ordinance. 
 

Vice Mayor Ator moved to approve the ordinance on first reading.   Councilman Lob 

seconded the motion which carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 
To answer Mayor Garcia’s question, City Attorney Seiden stated that the front yard is from 
the building to the property line. If calculations are being based on green space, then cut 
outs are included as part of the total area and it is stated in the other part of the ordinance. 
 
Mayor Garcia said that the reason for his question is because when homes install circular 
driveways or anything that is going to be paved, the ordinance discusses whether it is 
pervious or non-pervious which means that water has to be able to percolate through it. 
 
City Attorney Seiden commented that the topic is dealt with within the ordinance because 
the ordinance was amended. There is a provision within that ordinance that explains total 
area. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator clarified that it would not include the front porch or patio. 

 

 

10G) First Reading – Ordinance No. 1045-2012 – An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 150-164, Northwest 

36
th

 Street; By Removing Any and All References to the Required Participation of the 

City Architectural Review Board in the Design Review Process Mandated by the 

Ordinance; Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Providing 

an Effective Date  

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that this is a housekeeping measure. This ordinance eliminates the 
Architectural Review Board from the Design Review process. 
 

Councilman Best moved to approve the ordinance on first reading. Councilwoman 

Bain seconded the motion. 

 
Vice Mayor Ator believes this amendment is a bad idea and the Architectural Review Board 
is not very happy about this ordinance. She is going to vote no because she feels that the 
Architectural Review Board should be able to participate in the process. 
 

The motion was carried 4-1 on roll call vote with Vice Mayor Ator casting the 

dissenting vote. 
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10H) First Reading – Ordinance No. 1046-2012 – An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 32-20, 

Establishment and Membership; by Revising the Membership of the City’s Memorial 

Committee to Meet Current Participation Availability; Repealing all Ordinances or 

Parts of Ordinances in Conflict; Effective Date 

 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden read the ordinance by title. 
 
Attorney Seiden stated that the Clerk’s office obtained information from the religious 
community by calling the churches to see if they were interested in serving on the 
Committee.  
 

Vice Mayor Ator moved to approve the ordinance on first reading. Councilman Best 

seconded the motion. 

 
To answer Councilman Best’s question, City Attorney Seiden replied that the other 
churches did not reply. If they later show an interest then the City would be happy to 
include them. 

 

 The motion carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

10I) Recommendation from the Board of Parks and Parkways for the Yard of the 

Month for December and January 

 
City Manager Gorland read the memorandum requesting Council approval of the 
recommendations from the Board of Parks and Parkways to designate 190 Shadow Way 
and 209 Chippewa Street as the Yard of the Months for December 2012 and January 2013 
respectively. 

 

Councilman Lob moved the item.  Vice Mayor Ator seconded the motion which was 

carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 

 

10J) Code of Ethics and Citizens Bill of Rights 

 
Vice Mayor Ator stated that she received documents at an Ethics Commission luncheon a 
couple of months ago when Doral Mayor J.C. Bermudez spoke on the Citizens’ Bill of 
Rights that is included in the Doral Charter. She believes that Council should consider 
putting a Bill of Rights on the ballot in April and passing an Ethics Ordinance.  
 
City Attorney Seiden commented that a Bill of Rights is something to consider but Council 
should spend a lot of time on it.  It is an interesting idea and the Code of Ethics was 
removed in Miami Springs because it was outdated. He suggested that Council should 
have a Special Meeting on the subject. 
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Attorney Seiden explained that the City of Doral was starting from scratch and it was easier 
to include it as a part of their Charter.  It may be acceptable to the City to consider a Bill of 
Rights, but it could be an ordinance rather than a Charter amendment. He asked if Vice 
Mayor Ator would be in favor of creating it as an ordinance rather than a Charter 
amendment because the City would save the cost of a Charter Election. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator replied that if the question was added to the ballot for the April election 
she does not believe that there would be additional costs. 
 
To answer Vice Mayor Ator’s question, City Attorney Seiden responded that the Clerk could 
call the Elections Department to find out the deadline for placing issues on the ballot for the 
April Election. 
 
Councilman Best asked what the difference is between the State Form 6 and what the City 
is currently doing and City Attorney Seiden replied that Mayor Bermudez’ attempt was to be 
a little more protective of certain procedures. Mayor Bermudez is adamantly opposed to 
involvement of personal business and government business and he wanted to avoid that at 
all costs. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that Council should take the time to look at the Citizens Bill 
of Rights section which discusses truth in government, public records, minutes and 
ordinance register, right to be heard, right to notice, etc. He noted that it is really a 
procedure for good government. 
 
Councilman Lob concurred with Councilman Best by asking how the City of Doral’s Bill of 
Rights would be different from the City of Miami Springs’ Bill of Rights and City Attorney 
Seiden responded that the idea is to formalize it and hold Council to a standard. 
 
Mayor Garcia would like for Council to review the subject and bring back any questions for 
the next agenda. He would also like to get a response on the deadline for placing issues on 
the April ballot. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator stated that there has been a certain amount of distrust of public officials 
and elected officials on this body and by putting standards in writing and placing the 
question on the ballot, it will show people in the electorate that it is important to Council.  

 
 

11.    Other Business:  

 

11A) FY 2011-2012 Fourth Quarter Budget Status Report (Unaudited) 

 
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director William Alonso reported that as stated in his 
memo, the City does not expect any significant adjustments to the numbers.  The City 
came in at $120,000 less than budgeted. The Golf Course loss is $286,000 compared to 
$414,000 last year due to revenues. 
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11B) Update to Proposed Fund Balance Designations 

 
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director William Alonso stated that designations should be 
reduced by $111,000.  As shown in Attachment “A”, there are certain commitments that 
cannot be changed such as the Country Club roof, the storage tank DERM issue, the 
Westward median and the funds to marcite the Community Center pool. Funds that can be 
reduced include the $19,945 Senior Center building designation, the Downtown 
Revitalization of $89,475 and the $500,000 that is set aside for hurricane contingencies. 
 
Mr. Alonso asked Council for guidance on where they wanted to reduce $111,000 and if 
there are other items that they would like to re-designate.  He provided Attachment “B” 
showing what the departments’ future needs would be.  He commented that as an 
example, if Council decided to do away with the Senior Center designation and the 
Downtown Revitalization it would account for approximately $110,000 and the $500,000 
would be kept in hurricane contingency fund. Council can also leave the Senior Center 
designation and the Downtown Revitalization and remove $100,000 from the hurricane 
contingency. 
 
Mayor Garcia asked if Council was in favor of reducing the $500,000 in hurricane 
contingency and none were in favor. 

 
Councilman Best stated that it may be significant to think about utilizing $100,000 of the 
$500,000 hurricane contingency toward the reduction of the $111,000. 
 
Mr. Alonso said that if Council chose to remove the Senior Center designation and the 
Downtown Revitalization it would leave a shortage of $1,500. There will be an update on 
the pool at the next Council Meeting.  

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved to amend the balance designations by removing the Senior 

Center and the Downtown Revitalization in order to fund the excess deficit funds 

available.  Councilwoman Bain seconded the motion. 

 
Councilman Best explained that he can understand removing funds from the Downtown 
Revitalization but he does cannot understand applying this to a City asset which is 
something Council was told was necessary to finish quickly. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator clarified that the Senior Center roof was repaired and the funds are 
additional funds that were left over. 
 
City Manager Gorland stated that at one point there were more funds in the Senior Center 
designation before work was done because the intent was to build a second floor and 
expand the first floor. Most of the funds that were put aside have been spent on the Senior 
Center. 
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Councilman Lob suggested disbanding the Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-Hoc 
Committee if those funds were going to be removed. 
 
Mayor Garcia said that this is not an agenda item for discussing the disbandment of the 
Committee. He advised Council to take into consideration that just because a board does 
not meet or has not met, it does not necessarily mean that it needs to be disbanded. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding disbandment of the Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-
Hoc Committee. 
 
Councilman Best commented that the funds in the hurricane contingency have not been 
used for a long period of time. If a hurricane were to come, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) would take care of the City anyway. He understands that it is 
insurance funds but he feels that 25% of it should be used to satisfy the requirement. 
 
Councilman Lob said that in Councilman Best’s favor, the City also has $3.5MM specifically 
for contingency emergencies. 
 
Mayor Garcia felt that residents would prefer using funds from the Senior Center 
designation and the Downtown Revitalization because having the hurricane contingency 
funds are more of a comfort and relief for residents in case of an emergency. 
 
Vice Mayor Ator stated that it makes her very uncomfortable to move funds from the 
hurricane contingency fund especially in light of what happened in the last month across 
the eastern seaboard.  The City is unprepared for a natural disaster both financially and 
emotionally. 
 

The motion carried 4-1 on roll call vote with Councilman Best casting the dissenting 

vote.  

  

 

11C) Consideration of Cancelling the Second December Meeting 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland stated that City Administration requests that Council 
consider canceling the second Council Meeting scheduled for December 24

th
. 

 

Vice Mayor Ator moved to cancel the December 24, 2012 Council Meeting. 

Councilman Best seconded the motion, which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 

 
City Manager Gorland noted that while this meeting is canceled, there may be two 
additional meetings within the coming weeks to give direction to the City Attorney for an 
ordinance and to then move that ordinance to a first reading. He will keep Council informed 
as needed. As of right now, the only information he has is the timeline if Council were 
requested to act by the Miami-Dade County Tax Appraisers Office. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the deadline that could not be met by the end of this month 
for the Senior Exemption Provision and an attempt that is being made to change the 
deadline date through the State. 
 

12. Reports & Recommendations: 
 

12A) City Attorney 

 
None. 

 

12B) City Manager 

 

City Events 
 
City Manager Gorland encouraged residents to check the website and tweets for upcoming 
events in the City.  
 

Yoga in a Chair 

 
City Manager Gorland advised residents to contact the Senior Center for more information 
on Yoga in a Chair. 
 

Art Classes 

 
City Manager Gorland reported that art classes for kids from ages 3 to 12 are still open and 
available every Tuesday afternoon at the Community Center. For more information contact 
the Community Center. 
 

5K Turkey Trot 

 
City Manager Gorland said that the 5K Turkey Trot was a blast with more than 60 
participants.  Free turkeys were given away in a drawing and his daughter received one 
that she is going to donate to the Senior Center. He reported that there will be another 
event in the Spring. 

 

Hometown Holiday Shopping 

 
City Manager Gorland reported that the Hometown Holiday Shopping month begins 
November 23

rd
 through December 23

rd
. 

 

Farmers Market 

 
City Manager Gorland stated that the Farmers Market has been great and he encouraged 
everyone to visit the market at All Angels Academy every Saturday morning. 
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Seth Bramson 

 
City Manager Gorland reported that well renowned historian and writer Seth Bramson will 
be at the Miami Springs Historical Museum on November 29

th
 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Holiday Art Exhibit 

 
City Manager Gorland said that the Holiday Art Exhibit will be in the City Hall Lobby and 
anyone interested should contact the Hibiscus Fine Arts Guild for more information. 
 

Winter Concert 

 
City Manager Gorland stated that Poinciana United Methodist Church is hosting a Winter 
Concert on Friday, December 7

th
 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Classic Car Show 

 
City Manager Gorland commented that the Classic Car Show is the largest show in South 
Florida and it will be held at the Circle on Saturday, December 8

th
 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 

p.m. The show will expand into the first block of Curtiss Parkway. 
 

Christmas at the Gazebo 
 
City Manager Gorland reported that Christmas at the Gazebo would begin with a parade on 
Saturday, December 15

th
 at 5:30 p.m. and festivities at the Gazebo from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. There will be snow and the sale of wristbands will be $2.00 for residents and $10.00 
for non-residents beginning on Monday, November 26

th
. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 
City Manager Gorland wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

 

12C) City Council 
 

Halloween 
 
Vice Mayor Ator commented that Halloween went very well. She visited the Halloween 
event at the Community Center and it was nicely done and well organized. 
 

Story Time 
 
Vice Mayor Ator participated and enjoyed Story Time. She made hand turkeys with the 
kids. 
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Curtiss Mansion 

 
Vice Mayor Ator mentioned that the Curtiss Mansion fence has been installed and it looks 
beautiful.  
 

Woman’s Club Christmas Party 
 
Vice Mayor Ator reported that the Woman’s Club is hosting their Christmas Party. Anyone 
interested in attending can R.S.V.P. to Carmen Tapp. 

 

Holiday Tour of Homes 

 
Vice Mayor Ator said that the Holiday Tour of Homes will be held on Saturday, December 
29

th
. 

 

Taste of the Springs 
 
Vice Mayor Ator stated that the Taste of the Springs would be held on Sunday, February 
10, 2013. 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
 
Vice Mayor Ator reported that the All Angels Breakfast with Santa would be held on 
Saturday, December 1

st
.  Tickets will be $7.00 in advance and $9.00 at the door. 

 

Turkey Trot 
 
Vice Mayor Ator recognized her husband Bill Tallman for winning a bronze medal in the 
Turkey Trot. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Vice Mayor Ator wished her husband Bill Tallman a Happy Anniversary. 
 

Science Fair 
 
Vice Mayor Ator recognized her oldest son for winning second place in the Science Fair for 
his project with football throwing. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Vice Mayor Ator wished everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
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Junior Orange Bowl Pageant 
 
Councilwoman Bain reported that she was fortunate enough to be at the Junior Orange 
Bowl Pageant at the Rebeca Sosa Theatre and the young ladies were phenomenal.  
Ashlyn Ray from Miami Springs won princess and Skylar Odin from Miami Springs won 
Miss Congeniality; they will be on the float at the Orange Bowl Parade. 

 

Soccer Fundraiser 
 
Councilwoman Bain stated that the Miami Springs/Virginia Gardens Soccer Club held their 
fundraiser at Woody’s and it was a great success with many people attending. 

 

Optimist Football 
 
Councilman Lob commented that one of the Optimist Football teams went to the super 
bowl of their league and he is very happy for them. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Councilwoman Bain wished everyone a blessed Thanksgiving. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Councilman Best wished everyone a very happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
 

Christmas Tree Sale 
 
Councilman Lob reported that the Optimist Club is having their annual Christmas tree sale 
beginning Thanksgiving Day at 9:30 a.m. There is a coupon in the Gazette. The hours will 
be from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. during the week and 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. during the 
weekend. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 
Councilman Lob wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

Prayers 
 
Mayor Garcia asked that everyone keep City Clerk Magali Valls and her family in their 
thoughts and prayers for the passing of her sister. 
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Christmas Tree Sale 
 
Mayor Garcia reiterated that the Christmas Tree Sale begins on Thanksgiving Day. He 
noticed over the years that many kids are participating and helping with the unloading of 
the Christmas trees. 
 

Basketball Season 
 
Mayor Garcia commented that the Basketball season is in full swing. There are a couple of 
age groups that are still available for registering.  
 

Hometown Holiday Shopping 

 
Mayor Garcia encouraged everyone to participate in the Hometown Holiday Shopping. 

 

Johnny’s Luncheonette 

 
Mayor Garcia commented that Johnny’s is doing a promotion that if someone shops in any 
Miami Springs’ business and shows proof of receipt, they will receive a free ice cream or 
desert with their lunch purchase.  
 

Junior Orange Bowl Pageant 

 
Mayor Garcia said that the Jr. Orange Bowl Pageant was great and he appreciates the 
Junior Orange Bowl Committee for selecting the Community Center to hold the event. 
 

Football Program 

 
Mayor Garcia stated that the Football program is getting better every year. He thanked the 
Optimist Club for sponsoring the program. 
 

Report Cards  
 
Mayor Garcia commented that his son made straight A’s at his new school, which is the 
AIE Charter School. 
 

Turkey Trot 

 
Mayor Garcia said that his son received second place in his age division at the Turkey Trot. 
He recognized the Recreation Staff and Director Omar Luna for a phenomenal job. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Mayor Garcia wished his wife a Happy 12 Year Anniversary. 
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Happy Birthday 

 
Mayor Garcia wished his wife a Happy Birthday. 
 
 

13. Adjourn. 
 
There being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Zavier M. Garcia 
        Mayor 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
       City Clerk 

 
 
Approved as ____________ during meeting of:  
 
Transcription assistance provided by Suzanne S. Hitaffer and Elora R. Sakal. 

 
Words -stricken through- have been deleted.  Underscored words represent changes. All other words remain 
unchanged. 

 



 

DRAFT 
 City of Miami Springs, Florida 
 
The Miami Springs City Council held a SPECIAL MEETING in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall on Monday, November 26, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m.   
 
The following were present: Mayor Zavier M. Garcia 

Vice Mayor Jennifer Ator 
Councilwoman Grace Bain 
Councilman Bob Best 
Councilman George Lob 

 
Also Present:    City Manager Ronald K. Gorland 
     Asst. City Mgr./Finance Director William Alonso 
     City Attorney Jan K. Seiden  

Chief of Police Peter G. Baan 
City Clerk Magalí Valls 
Clerical Assistant Elora R. Sakal 
 

2. Invocation: Councilwoman Bain offered the invocation. 
 
Salute to the Flag:  The audience participated. 

 
  
3. Discussion of an Ordinance Granting Either a $50,000 Senior Exemption or the 

Amount of the Assessed Value of the Property Up to $250,000, as Passed in 
the Recent Referendum Amendment No. 11. 
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City Manager Gorland stated that the State requires that this be done by December 1st. It is 
not possible because of the normal ordinance reading period which is at least ten days. 
Miami-Dade Tax Assessors Office is working with the State to try to change the deadline. 
The City was urged to move forward in the event that the Tax Assessors will get the 
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authority from State. He said that he does not know what the deadline is going to be yet.  
 
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director William Alonso stated that the Property 
Appraiser’s office has advised him to use January 1st as the deadline because that is the 
date that he needs the information by. Miami Springs is among one of the communities that 
has only the $25,000 exemption. The Property Appraiser is awaiting a legal opinion from 
the State regarding what would happen to the $25,000 exemption that the cities currently 
have if the cities do not enact the new ordinance by January 1st for the $50,000 exemption. 
 
Mr. Alonso explained that if Council wanted to move forward with the $50,000 exemption 
then they would create the ordinance and turn it in by January 1st. If Council wants to 
remain with the $25,000 exemption then they would have to wait until the Property 
Appraiser receives a legal opinion from the State. 
 
City Attorney Jan K. Seiden said that it is certainly a major issue.  He does not believe that 
Council has heard the passage of this ordinance having a negative impact upon already 
existing legislation. He would doubt that the State is going to take the position of removing 
the $25,000 exemption if the City chose not to use the $50,000 exemption.  
 
City Attorney Seiden noted that in the body of the proposed ordinance on page two there 
are two exemptions that are being proposed for the cities to have authority to enact 
pursuant to Florida Statute 196.075 which is the codification of the constitutional 
amendment not only from this election but from the prior election in 1998. He read the two 
exemptions as follows: 
 
“An exemption not exceeding $50,000 to any person who has legal or equitable title to real 
estate, maintains their permanent residence on the property, is 65 or older, and whose 
household income does not exceed the income limitation.” 
 
“An additional exemption equal to the assessed value of the property to an owner who has 
title to real estate in Florida with a just value less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
($250,000) Dollars, has maintained permanent residence on the property for not less than 
25 years, is 65 or older and whose household income does not exceed the income 
limitation.” 
 
City Attorney Seiden said that Council may choose one or both exemptions. The income 
limitation is set forth in Section 196.075 and that is $20,000. On page three, an amount of 
$22,693 was stricken out and the reason it is such an odd number is because the City of 
Miami Springs did not choose to enact the initial citizen exemption at the time that they 
were first eligible to do it. Within the body of the Florida Statute and the constitutional 
amendment, it says that the eligibility amount originates at $20,000 and increases by a 
percentage of consumer price index each year. 
 
 
 
City Attorney Seiden stated that Mr. Alonso had originally calculated the $22,693 for the 
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opening minimum amount. It has been looked at internally and sent to the Property 
Appraiser and, as shown, the amount is going back to the original $20,000 because Council 
is going to be enacting something from scratch. 
 
City Attorney Seiden commented that he and City Clerk Valls have already corrected the 
ordinance. The provisions in paragraph (D) will be the 2013 tax roll instead of the 2014 tax 
roll. He said that Council has three options:  
 

 To do nothing at this time as prior Council did when this other constitutional 
amendment was approved in 1998 and wait for a time when they feel that it would 
be appropriate to enact an additional amount up to the $50,000. 

 
 Council can direct that the ordinance be finalized for either the provision of the 

$50,000  
 
 Council can direct that the ordinance be finalized for the assessed value of up to 

$250,000 or both. 
 
City Attorney Seiden explained that if Council wanted to do this expeditiously, they would 
have to meet on Wednesday night without their attorney to pass it on first reading so that 
the City Clerk can advertise with enough time to place it on the agenda for second reading 
at the City Council Meeting of December 10th which would then allow the City to deal with 
the deadline of January 1st for the tax collector. 
 
Councilman Best asked if the term “just” on page two of the ordinance in the second bullet 
point meant that it has to stay under $250,000 and City Attorney Seiden responded in 
agreement. 
 
To answer Councilman Best’s question, Mr. Alonso replied that the cost to the City of the 
additional $25,000 would be approximately $38,000 in loss of ad valorem taxes. There are 
a total of 218 seniors and 210 will be eligible. 
 
Councilman Best clarified that if the 210 seniors are affected, $38,000 would need to be 
made up for the next budget. 
 
To answer Vice Mayor Ator’s question, Mr. Alonso replied that he does not know how many 
of the 210 seniors have maintained permanent residence on the property for not less than 
25 years. 
   
City Attorney Seiden clarified that on page two of the ordinance it states that either or both 
of the additional Homestead Tax Exemptions are allowed and the word “or” is between the 
two exemptions and can be removed. 
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To answer Mayor Garcia’s question, City Attorney Seiden replied that if spouses are of 
different ages and both of their names are on the title, he believes that they would both 
have to be of age to be eligible. 
 
Councilman Best moved to go to the $50,000 for the seniors.  Councilwoman Bain 
seconded the motion, which was carried 5-0 on roll call vote. 
 
Council agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, November 28th at 5:30 p.m.  
  
 
4. Discussion and response to Dade County PBA Miami Springs Police 

Bargaining Unit counter proposal dated November 21, 2012. 
 
City Manager Gorland read the memo regarding the counter proposal.  He said that at this 
point he is looking for Council agreement with the PBA counter proposal and direction to 
prepare all the documentation that is required to execute this agreement as preliminarily 
agreed to by the union because they have to ratify what has been drafted. 
 
City Attorney Seiden said that there needs to be a ratification vote. The proposed original 
language from Mr. Crosland regarding the DROP plan and the other provision was 
distributed to Council. If Council approves the counter proposal then there would be some 
acknowledgement that the City would absorb the cost. Mr. Linn will assist the City in 
preparing the necessary documentation required to be submitted to Tallahassee to request 
State approval to use the excess Chapter 185 funds as agreed upon with the PBA. The 
contract language will then be amended to provide the additional DROP language that has 
been proposed and he will create an ordinance to amend the DROP plan as provided in the 
documentation. 
 
City Attorney Seiden stated that the deal would not be finalized until the second reading of 
the ordinance is complete. 
 
Councilman Best asked if this would be to the City’s advantage if Council was to succeed in 
moving forward and to the satisfaction to the PBA.  
 
City Attorney Seiden replied that it is up to the Administration, but he believes that it is their 
plan. The Administration has done a good job in showing their position of not only wanting 
to do a short term solution to show their good faith to the Union and getting some kind of 
immediate relief. At the same time they did not shrink away from the philosophy of 
continuing negotiations in the future to get a new contract done. 
 
Councilman Best moved to approve the counter proposal by the PBA and to direct 
Staff to move forward accordingly. Councilwoman Bain seconded the motion.  
 
City Attorney Seiden clarified that the City will not move forward until final verification of 
ratification from the Union is received as promised to be given to the City by Friday.  
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The motion was carried unanimously (5-0) on roll call vote. 
 
 
5. Adjourn. 
 
There being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Zavier M. Garcia 
        Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
       City Clerk 

 
 
 
Approved as ____________ during meeting of:  
 
Transcription assistance provided by Elora R. Sakal. 
 
Words -stricken through- have been deleted.  Underscored words represent changes. All other words remain 
unchanged. 
 



 

DRAFT 
 City of Miami Springs, Florida 
 
The Miami Springs City Council held a SPECIAL MEETING in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall on Wednesday, November 28, 2012, at 5:30 p.m. 
  
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:38 p.m.   
 
The following were present: Mayor Zavier M. Garcia 

Vice Mayor Jennifer Ator 
Councilwoman Grace Bain 
Councilman Bob Best 

 
Absent:    Councilman George Lob 
 
Also Present:    City Manager Ronald K. Gorland 

Chief of Police Peter G. Baan 
City Clerk Magalí Valls 
Clerical Assistant Elora R. Sakal 

 
2. Invocation: Mayor Garcia offered the invocation. 

 
Salute to the Flag: The audience participated. 

 
3. First Reading – Ordinance No. 1047-2012 – An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Miami Springs Amending Code of Ordinance Section 97-05, Senior 
Citizen Additional Homestead Tax Exemption; by Providing a Revised 
Provision Authorizing Qualified Seniors to Apply for Additional Homestead 
Tax Exemption Benefits; Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in 
Conflict; Providing an Effective Date 

 
City Manager Ronald K. Gorland read the ordinance by title. 
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Mr. Gorland stated that City Attorney Seiden prepared the necessary ordinance for the 
additional Homestead Tax Exemption. 
 
Councilwoman Bain moved the item. Councilman Best seconded the motion.  
 
Vice Mayor Ator noted that the ordinance has changed from what Council had previously 
discussed and she would like to speak with City Attorney Seiden regarding the issue.  She 
will call him before the next meeting. 
 
The motion was carried 4-0 on roll call vote. 
 
 
 
4. Adjourn. 
 
There being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Zavier M. Garcia 
        Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
       City Clerk 

 
 
Approved as ____________ during meeting of:  
 
Transcription assistance provided by Elora R. Sakal. 
 
Words -stricken through- have been deleted.  Underscored words represent changes. All other words remain 
unchanged. 
 



  
City of Miami Springs, Florida 

 
 

 CANCELLATION NOTICE 
 

The Revitalization and Redevelopment Ad-Hoc Committee Meeting of November 19, 

2012 has been canceled in advance. 

  
 
 
      ____________________________  

     Elora R. Sakal 
          Secretary to the Board 

 
 

 
 
 
cc: Mayor and Council 
 City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager/Finance Director 
 City Attorney  
 City Clerk 
 Revitalization and Redevelopment Board Members 
 Post 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Zoning and Planning Board 

 
Cancellation Notice 

 

 

The Zoning and Planning Board meeting of Monday, December 3, 2012 has been canceled 

in advance.  

 
 
 

_______________________ 
                             Elora R. Sakal       
                                     Board Secretary 
 

 
 
 
cc: City Council 
 City Manager 
 City Attorney 
 City Planner 
 City Clerk 
 Zoning and Planning Board Members 

Post 
 



 

 
 

 City of Miami Springs, Florida 
 

Board of Adjustment 
 
 
 CANCELLATION NOTICE 
 

The Board of Adjustment Regular Meeting of December 3, 2012 has been canceled 

in advance. 

 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
Elora R. Sakal 

                                                                           Board Secretary 
 

 
 

 
 
cc: Mayor and Council 
 City Manager 

Assistant City Manager/Finance Director 
 City Attorney 
 Planning and Zoning Director 
 Board of Adjustment Members 
 Post 
 



 
 

  
 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS 
FLORIDA 

 
CANCELLATION NOTICE 

CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD 
 
 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Code Enforcement Board scheduled for Tuesday, December 4, 

2012 has been cancelled in advance due to lack of cases to be heard. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Tex Ziadie 
Director-Building and Code Compliance Department 
 
 
 
cc: City Clerk 
 City Manager 
 Code Enforcement Board Members by E-Mail 
 Post 
 



 
 
 

 City of Miami Springs, Florida 
 

Architectural Review Board 

 
CANCELLATION NOTICE 

 

The Architectural Review Board meeting on Wednesday, December 5, 2012 has been 

canceled in advance. 

 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
    Elora R. Sakal 

          Board Secretary 
 

 
 
 
cc: City Council 
 City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager/Finance Director 
 City Attorney 
 City Clerk 
 Planning and Zoning Director 
 Architectural Review Board Members  

Post 
 







 CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS      

      

 
PLANNING AND ZONING 

DEPARTMENT 
201 Westward Drive 

Miami Springs, FL  33166-5289 
Phone: (305) 805-5034 
Fax: (305) 805-5036 

 

MEMORANDUM  
 
To:  Honorable Mayor Garcia and Members of the City Council 
Via:  Ronald Gorland, City Manager 
From:  James H. Holland, AICP 
  Planning and Zoning Director 
Date:  December 4, 2012 
 
Subject: Schedule of Capital Improvements attached to Ordinance No. 

1040-2012 as Exhibit A 
 
Following the November 19, 2012 Council meeting, at the request Councilwoman 
Ator, I asked Jim LaRue to include an additional column to Exhibit A indicating 
the budgeted amount for capital improvements for FY 2012-2013.  He responded 
that none of the line items meet the criteria for capital improvements, as defined 
by statute.  His memorandum is attached. 
 
It is my recommendation that Council adopts the Ordinance and Exhibit A, as it 
was originally presented and considered at First Reading.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Providing Planning and Management Solutions for Local Governments Since 1988 
1375 Jackson Street, Suite 206   Fort Myers, FL 33901      239-334-3366       www.larueplanning.com 

Memorandum 
 
 

To: James Holland, City Planner 

From: James G. LaRue, AICP 

Date: November 28, 2012  

Subject: 2012-2013 5-year Capital Improvements Schedule 

 

 

 
Capital Improvements that are required to be included on the 5-year Capital Improvements 
Schedule are those which must be purchased to maintain the state mandated level of service.  
A level of service must be maintained in the areas of drainage, sewer, potable water and solid 
waste removal with traffic and recreation being optional. Only the projects which directly 
maintain these services need to be included. 

 

None of the budgeted items included on the attached 5-year capital expenditure 2012-2013 plan 
are required to be included in the state mandated 5-year Capital Improvements Schedule. 
Therefore, the prior 2012-2013 items included in the City’s Comprehensive Plan’s Capital 
Improvements Schedule will remain unchanged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Total
Department Budgeted Description of expenditure  

City Clerk 2,500$           Fellowes Powershred Cross cutting shredder C-385C 2,500             
  

2,500             

Building & Code 1,000$           Computer and office equipment 1,000             
  

1,000             

Recreation 15,618$         Toro 3040 Field Rake/attachments 15,618           

Police 119,200$       Three marked units @ $25,000.00/each 75,000           
Three sets of light bars, sirens, deck lights, corner strobe kits, cages (prisoner -                    
transport) @ $5,000.00/set (including labor) 15,000           
One police motorcycles @ $15,000.00/each 15,000           
Ten TASER w/TASER CAMs & extended 4-year warranties ($1,420.00/ea) 14,200           

 119,200         

Public Works 2,500$            2 HP OFFICE COMPUTERS 2,500             
  

2,500             

Information Technology 11,500$         PBX Phone server - redundant server for fail over 5,500             
Backup storage unit - NAS 4,000             
Trendmicro Enterprise antivirus system 2,000             
 -                    
 11,500           

LETF 26,000$         Voice Recording System for Communications (phone/radio system) 20,000           
Computer/Technology Upgrades (laptop computers, monitors, printers, etc.) 6,000             

26,000           
 

Elderly Services 6,000$           New 3 Ton Air Conditioner Compressor (Library, Computer Rm, Food Prep Rm) 3,500             
Construct closet with louver doors around existing air handler in dining room 2,500             
  

6,000             

Total 184,318$       Total 184,318$       

These acquisitions will result in no impact on future operating costs of the city.  
 

THE FOLLOWING DEPARTMENTS DID NOT HAVE CAPEX REQUESTS FOR NEXT FISCAL YEAR:

Finance
Human Resources
Planning
Golf
 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS
FY 2012-2013 Budget

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SUMMARY-ALL FUNDS
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1043-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 150-010, ROOF MATERIALS, REQUIREMENTS, 

AND RE-ROOFS; BY DELETING ALL REFERENCES TO 

THE TWO YEAR SUNSET PROVISION THEREBY 

INCLUDING ASPHALT SHINGLES AS AN ADDITIONAL 

APPROVED ROOFING MATERIAL FOR THE CITY; 

STRIKING SUBSECTION (H) OF THE ORDINANCE AS 

BEING INAPPROPRIATE AND OUTDATED; REPEALING 

ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 

CONFLICT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, approximately two years ago, the then City Council amended 

Code Section 150-010 to provide a two year period to determine the feasibility of permitting 

asphalt shingles as an additional approved roofing material in the City; and, 

WHEREAS, during the aforesaid period a number of City property owners 

have installed new roofs or re-roofed their homes using the newly permitted asphalt 

shingles; and, 

WHEREAS, as the time is approaching (January 2013) for this two year 

feasibility and testing period to automatically “sunset”, the City Council has received 

documentation and testimony from the Building and Code Department Director regarding 

the results of the two year feasibility period and the current state and status of asphalt 

shingle products; and, 

WHEREAS, in addition, the City Council has received many comments 

regarding the Building and Code Department’s support of adding asphalt shingles as an 

approved roofing material in the City; and, 
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WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted its own debate and discussion of 

the issues related to adding asphalt shingles as an approved roofing material in the City; 

and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of 

the City and its  citizens to allow the use of asphalt shingles as an approved roofing 

material in the City; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 150-010, Roof Materials, Requirements 

and Re-Roofs, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

150-010.  Roof Materials, Requirements and Re-Roofs. 
 

(A) . . .  
 
(B) . . .  

 
(C)  In addition to the other approved materials for new roofs contained in 

subsections (A) and (B) above, Florida Building Code and Miami-Dade 
County N.O.A. approved asphalt shingles may be used for the installation of 
new roofs.for a two-year period commencing on the date of the passage of 
this Ordinance. If no further City Council action is approved prior to the 
expiration of the aforesaid two-year period, the provisions of this subsection 
shall automatically “sunset” and become null and void at the end of the two-
year period. 

 
(D) . . .  

  
  
(E) . . .  
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 (F) . . . 

 
    (G) Re-roofs.   Any roof cover that has outlived its bond shall be replaced.  The 

replacement roof shall be constructed of the same roofing materials as was 
utilized on the roof being replaced.  However, nothing contained herein shall 
prevent the replacement roof from being constructed of cement tile or clay 
tile.  In addition, metal roofs can be utilized as replacement or re-roofs so long 
as the conditions set forth above for new construction metal roof usage are 
met.  Further, in accordance with the provisions of Subsection (C) above, 
Florida Building Code and Miami-Dade County N.O.A. approved asphalt 
shingles may be used for re-roofs.during the two-year “sunset” period 
provided therein. 

 
 (H) Gravel roof coverings shall be required for all roofs with a slope of one-half to 

two and one-half to 12. 
 

 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 

immediately upon adoption by the City Council. 

 

 

(THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________ , 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
First reading:  11-19-2012 
Second reading: 12-10-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1044-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 150-002, DEFINITIONS; BY CLARIFYING AND 

UPDATING THE DEFINITIONS OF REAR YARD 

[SUBSECTION (C) (79)], AND SIDE YARD [SUBSECTION 

(C) (80)]; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of certain recent cases the City Planner, Building and 

Code Department, and other administrative officials of the city have had occasion to review 

the Code definitions of rear and side yards; and, 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid reviews have resulted in various recommendations 

for the clarification and updating of the aforesaid Code definitions; and, 

WHEREAS, although “regulatory provisions” are not normally included within 

provisions providing definitions, it is appropriate to include such “regulatory provisions” if 

such provisions are specifically separated from the definitions and such placement does 

not create interpretation issues for the definition; and, 

WHEREAS, it was further agreed by the City Staff that the subject definitional 

provisions required updating; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has been provided an explanation for the 

proposed clarification and updating of the subject definitions and determined that such 

actions are in the best interests of the City and its citizens; and, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 150-002, Definitions, is hereby 

amended as follows;  

150-002. Definitions. 

(A) . . . 

(B) . . . 

(C) The following words and phrases shall have the following meanings 

ascribed to them respectively: 

(1) thru (78) . . . .  

(79) Yard, rear. A yard extending across the rear of a lot, and being the 

required minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the rear of the nearest 

part of the main building. Eaves or overhangs may extend into any minimum rear yard 

setback, but shall not extend more than 30 inches into the minimum rear yard setback or 

closer than three feet to the rear property line. Stoops and steps may extend into any 

minimum rear yard setback, but shall not extend more than 36 inches into the minimum 

rear yard setback.  No portion of a central air conditioning or heating unit shall be located in 

any minimum rear yard setback area: Window awnings and shutters may extend into any 

minimum rear yard setback.  No other structures than those specifically permitted above 

shall be constructed or erected in any minimum rear yard setback.  On all lots, the rear 

yard shall be that portion opposite and most distant from the front yard. 
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The rear yard shall be that portion of the lot that is opposite and most distant from the front 

yard.  Despite the definition contained herein, for total rear yard area computation 

purposes only, the entire open and non-constructed areas behind the rear of the main 

building and extending to the rear lot line, shall be used for such calculations.  The 

following shall constitute the only permitted encroachments into the minimum rear yard 

setback areas; 

 (a) Eaves and overhangs; not to exceed thirty inches into the minimum 

setback. 

(b) Stoops and steps; not to exceed thirty-six inches into the minimum 

setback. 

(c) Window awnings and shutters 

(80) Yard, side.  A yard between the main building and the side line of the lot, 

and extending from and between the required front yard to the required rear yard, and 

being the minimum horizontal distance between a side lot line and the side of the nearest 

part of the main building. Eaves or overhangs may extend no more than 30 inches into the 

minimum side yard setback, nor closer than three feet to the side property line.  Stoops 

and steps may extend into any minimum side yard setback, but shall not extend more than 

36 inches into the minimum side yard setback.  Any portable air conditioning unit, whether 

installed through the wall or set into a window, may extend into the minimum side yard 

setback.  Window awnings and shutters may extend into any minimum side yard setback.  

No other structures than those specifically permitted above shall be constructed or erected 

in any minimum side yard setback.  It is contemplated that building indentations, niches, or 
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cutout areas may be provided adjacent within the side yards of properties and that such 

areas may constitute a part of the total side yard area, but shall not be permitted within the 

minimum side setback area.  The following shall constitute the only permitted 

encroachments into the minimum side setback area;  

(a) Eaves and overhangs; not to exceed thirty inches into the minimum 

setback, nor closer than three feet to any side property line. 

(b) Stoops and steps; not to exceed thirty-six inches into the minimum 

setback. 

(c) Window awnings and shutters 

Section 2: all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 

immediately upon adoption by the City Council. 

 

(THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________ , 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
First reading:  11-19-2012 
Second reading: 12-10-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1045-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 150-164, NORTHWEST 36
TH

 STREET; BY 

REMOVING ANY AND ALL REFERENCES TO THE 

REQUIRED PARTICIPATION OF THE CITY ARCHITECTUAL 

REVIEW BOARD IN THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 

MANDATED BY THE ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, in the application of Code Section 150-164 requirements to 

certain recently proposed projects for the District, it was determined that certain ordinance 

mandated procedures and processes were unnecessary; and, 

WHEREAS, while the process of design review for development within the 

district was intended to be expedited and “developer-friendly”, the multi-level review 

process mandated by the District Boundary Regulations proved to be time consuming and 

duplicitous; and, 

WHEREAS,  it was determined by the City Administration and Staff that the 

review procedures designated for the Architectural Review Board could be adequately and 

more efficiently handled by the other review processes and parties already mandated 

within the ordinance; and, 

WHEREAS, in addition to the foregoing, the jurisdiction and duties of the 

Architectural Review Board for design review of proposed projects for the 36
th
 Street 

District have recently been amended out of the Board’s enabling legislation; and, 
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WHEREAS,  in light of the foregoing, the City Council has determined that it 

is both necessary and proper that any and all references to the Architectural Review Board 

duties and responsibilities for development review be removed from the subject ordinance; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 150-164, Northwest 36
th
 Street, 

is hereby amended as follows; 

Section 150-164. Northwest 36
th
 Street District 

(A) . . . . 

(B) . . . . 

(C) . . . . 

(D) . . . . 

(E) . . . . 

(F) . . . . 

(G) . . . . 

(H) . . . . 

(I) Development review procedures. An application for development review 
shall be submitted to the City for processing.  No construction or 
alterations governed by this ordinance may begin without such approval.  
There are two types of approval.  These are outlined below: 

 
 
 
 



Ordinance No. 1045-2012 3 

(1) Review for projects not requiring City Council Approval. The City 
Planner and City Building Official shall review all permit 
applications not requiring City Council approval such as accessory 
and minor structures such as fences, sheds, replacement of sign 
faces, new signage, exterior wall re-painting or re-roofing to 
ensure the improvements are in compliance with the Architectural 
Design Standards. 

 
(2) Projects requiring formal review by the City Council. The following 

formal approval process for the City shall apply to all new 
construction, remodeling and renovation projects. 

 
(a) Optional informational and pre-application meeting with 

City Staff and Revitalization Specialist as described in 
(J). 

 
(b) Mandatory preliminary review meeting with City Staff 

and Revitalization Specialist.  The requirements of this 
meeting are described in (K). 

 
(c) The Architectural Review Board shall review the 

proposed plans and designs which have completed the 
mandatory preliminary review process and issue an 
opinion as described in Code § 32-100.  

 
(d)(c) Applications for variances, if any, shall be submitted to 

the City Board of Adjustment for review and 
consideration in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in Code § 150-110 through 150-113.  

 
 (e)(d) The City Zoning and Planning Board will have the 

responsibility to review all site and development plans 
and to make recommendations for modification, 
approval or denial to the City Council in accordance 
with Code § 150-101 and 150-102. 

 
(f)(e) The decisions and recommendations of the City Board 

of Adjustment and Zoning and Planning Board will be 
reviewed for final approval by the City Council in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in Code § 
150-113.  
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(g)(f) The City Council will authorize the preparation and 
issuance of a Development Order for each project 
application which has completed the Development 
Review Process. 

  (J) . . . . 

  (K) . . . . 

  (L) . . . . 

  (M) . . . . 

 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 

immediately upon adoption by the City Council. 

 

 

 

(THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________, 2012. 

 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______, seconded by ____________, and 

on roll call the following vote ensued: 

Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
First reading:  11-19-2012 
Second reading: 12-10-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1046-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 32-20, ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERSHIP;BY 

REVISING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CITY’S MEMORIAL 

COMMITTEE TO MEET CURRENT PARTICIPATION 

AVAILABILITY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 

OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Memorial Committee of the City was previously established 

to provide participation by a diverse cross-section of City leaders; and, 

WHEREAS, one of the Board membership positions was reserved for the 

President of the Minister’s Council; and, 

WHEREAS, the City has recently been advised that the Minister’s Council no 

longer exists within the community; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council requested that the City Clerk’s Office poll the 

various religious institutions in the City to determine if there was any interest in continuing 

to serve on the Memorial Committee; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk’s poll of the City’s religious institutions established 

that four (4) of the institutions wished to maintain a membership presence on the 

Committee; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is both proper and 

appropriate and in the best interests of the City to amend the membership structure of the 

Committee;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 32-20, Establishment and 

Membership, regarding the City’s Memorial Committee is hereby amended as follows: 

 

ARTICLE IV. MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

Sec. 32-20.  Establishment and Membership 

There is established a Memorial Committee whose membership shall be 

composed as follows: 

(A) President Miami Springs Minister’s Council 

(A) Beginning on January 1, 2013, each of the following shall serve for 

consecutive one year terms on an annual rotating basis; 

(1) Reverend or official delegate, All Angels Episcopal Church 

(2) Pastor or official delegate, Grace Lutheran Church 

(3) Pastor or official delegate, Vida Nueva Christian Ministries 

(4) Pastor or official delegate, Iglesia Bautista Sion 

  (B)  . . . . 

  (C) . . . . 

  (D) . . . . 

  (E) . . . . 
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Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

 

Section 3: That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 

immediately upon adoption by the City Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________, 2012. 

 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
First reading:  11-19-2012 
Second reading: 12-10-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1047-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 97-05, SENIOR CITIZEN ADDITIONAL 

HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION; BY PROVIDING A 

REVISED PROVISION AUTHORIZING QUALIFIED SENIORS 

TO APPLY FOR ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD TAX 

EXEMEPTION BENEFITS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 

OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, on November 3, 1998, voters of the State of Florida approved an 

amendment to the Florida Constitution providing for an additional amount of Homestead 

Exemption for qualified senior citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the enactment of H.B. 291, now codified as Florida 

Statute Section 196.075, all County and Municipal governments were required to enact 

enabling ordinances in order for the additional Homestead Tax Exemption to be applicable 

within their respective jurisdictions for qualified persons 65 years of age or older; and, 

WHEREAS, due to the potential financial impact of the additional Homestead 

Exemption on local government finances, many jurisdictions, including the City of Miami 

Springs, determined that such enabling legislation was not to be enacted at that time; and, 

WHEREAS, although the financial impact of enacting such legislation on local 

government finances remained constant, the City Council remained cognizant of the impact 

of the rising costs of living on older citizens who subsist on fixed incomes, and enacted 

Code Section 97-05 in October of 2005 to authorize seniors to apply for the additional 

$25,000 Homestead Tax Exemption; and, 
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WHEREAS, in the recent Presidential Election of 2012, the voters of Florida 

approved proposed Constitutional Amendment No. 11 which authorized the amendment of 

Florida Statute Section 196.075 to allow local government authorization of two (2) different 

additional Homestead Tax Exemptions for seniors; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the recently adopted Constitutional Amendment, 

Florida Statute Section 196.075 now authorizes local governments to adopt ordinances to 

allow either or both of the following additional Homestead Tax Exemptions, to wit: 

 An exemption not exceeding Fifty Thousand ($50,000) 

Dollars to any person who has the legal or equitable title 

to real estate, maintains their permanent residence on 

the property, is 65 or older, and whose household 

income does not exceed the income limitation: 

 An additional exemption equal to the assessed value of 

the property to an owner who has title to real estate in 

Florida with a just value less than Two Hundred and 

Fifty Thousand ($250,000) Dollars, has maintained 

permanent residence on the property for not less than 

25 years, is 65 or older and whose household income 

does not exceed the income limitation;                  and, 
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WHEREAS, the City Council is desirous of fulfilling its mandate of providing 

all possible financial relief and assistance to qualified seniors residing in the City despite 

the continuing financial pressures being experienced by the City; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is both proper and 

appropriate to amend Code Section 97-05 in order to provide some additional financial 

assistance to the qualified seniors residing in the City: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 97-05, Senior Citizen Additional 

Homestead Tax Exemption, is hereby amended as follows:   

Section 97-05 – Senior Citizen Additional Homestead Tax Exemption 

(A) Additional exemption established.  That in accordance with Section     

6 (f) (d), Art. VII of the Florida Constitution and Section 196.075 of the Florida Statutes, any 

person 65 years of age or over, who has legal or equitable title to real estate located within 

the City of Miami Springs and maintains thereon his/her permanent residence, which 

residence qualifies for and receives Homestead Exemption pursuant to Section 6(a), Art. 

VII of the Florida Constitution, and whose household annual income does not exceed 

$22,693 Twenty Seven Thousand and Thirty ($27,030) Dollars, shall be entitled to make 

application for an additional Homestead Exemption of $25,000  Fifty Thousand ($50,000) 

Dollars.  This additional Homestead Exemption, if granted, shall be applicable to all ad 

valorem tax millage rates levied by the City of Miami Springs. 
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(B) Filing Requirements……. 

(C) Waive of Exemption…… 

(D) Applicable time of exemption.  That this additional exemption shall be 

available commencing with the year 2007 2013 tax roll, and the Property Appraiser may 

begin accepting applications and sworn statements for the year 2007 2013 tax roll as soon 

as the appropriate forms are available from the Department of Revenue for 2007 2013.   

(E) Annual household income adjustment.  That commencing January 1,  

2007 2013, and each January 1
st
 thereafter, the  $22,693 Twenty Seven Thousand and 

Thirty ($27,030) Dollars annual income limitation in this Section shall be adjusted annually 

and be applicable as of January 1
st
 of that year.  The annual income limitation shall be 

adjusted by the percentage of change and the average cost of living in the immediately 

preceding calendar year compared with the average cost of living index for the calendar 

year immediately prior to that year.  As used herein, “Index”, shall be the average of the 

monthly Consumer Price Index for the stated period, for the United States as a whole, 

issued by the U. S. Department of Labor. 

(F) Notification to Property Appraiser. That the City Clerk shall deliver a 

certified copy of this Section to the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser prior to 

December 1, 2005 January 1, 2013. 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That this Ordinance shall take effect in the manner provided by 

law. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this 10
th
 day of December, 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
 
First reading:  11-28-2012 
Second reading: 12-10-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
 

 



The City of Miami Springs

     Summary of Monthly Attorney Invoice

Orshan, Lithman, Seiden, Ramos, Hatton & Huesmann, LLLP

December 6 for November

General Fund Departments Cost Hours

Office of the City Clerk 2,466.45   18.27

Human Resources Department 1,078.65   7.99

Risk Management 294.30      2.18

Finance Department 823.50      6.10

Building,Zoning & Code Enforcement Department 1,420.20   10.52

Planning 372.60      2.76

Police Department 1,044.90   7.74

Public Works Department 33.75        0.25

Recreation Department 40.50        0.30

IT Department 0.00

Golf 0.00

Senior 0.00

General - Administrative Work 4,629.15   34.29

Sub-total - General Fund $12,204.00 90.40

Special Revenue, Trust & Agency Funds

Golf Course Operations 0.00

L.E.T.F. 0.00

Due from Pension Funds 0.00

Sub-total - Special Funds $0.00 0.00

GRAND TOTAL:  ALL FUNDS $12,204.00 90.40



 

 
 
 

 
CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

201 Westward Drive 
Miami Springs, FL 33166-5259 
Phone: 305.805.5006 
Fax: 305.805.5028 

 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Garcia and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM:  Magalí Valls, City Clerk  
 
DATE:  December 5, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: PENDING BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
******************************************************************************************************* 
 
The following appointments are pending: 

  NEW                   ORIGINAL   LAST 
APPOINTMENT     CURRENT TERM  APPOINTMENT      APPOINTMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER                    MEMBER     EXPIRES  DATE                 DATE________  
 
 
Board of Adjustment  
 
Mayor Zavier M. Garcia  Francisco Fernández 04-30-2015  10-14-1991 11-28-2011 
 
Architectural Review Board  
 
Councilman Best – Group I Bob Calvert*  10-31-2014  VACANT VACANT 
Councilwoman Bain - Group II Joe Valencia  10-31-2014  02-27-2012 02-27-2012 
 
Civil Service Board 
 
Councilwoman Bain - Group II Carrie Figueredo  06-30-2015  08-24-2009 08-24-2009 
Councilman Best – Group I Rob Youngs  06-30-2015  01-11-2010 01-11-2010 
 
Code Review Board  
 
Mayor Zavier M. Garcia  Connie Kostyra*  04-30-2015  VACANT VACANT 
 
Disability Advisory Board  
 
Mayor Zavier M. Garcia  Charlene Anderson* 12-31-2013  VACANT VACANT 
Councilwoman Bain - Group II Peter Newman*  12-31-2013  VACANT VACANT 
 
Ecology Board  
 
Councilman Lob– Group III Dr. Mara Zapata*  04-30-2013  VACANT VACANT 
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 NEW                    ORIGINAL   LAST 
APPOINTMENT     CURRENT TERM  APPOINTMENT      APPOINTMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER                    MEMBER     EXPIRES  DATE                 DATE________  
 
Golf and Country Club 
 
Vice Mayor Ator – Group IV Mark Trowbridge * 07-31-2013  VACANT VACANT 
 
Recreation Commission 
 
Councilman Best – Group I John H. Shapiro*  04-30-2015  VACANT VACANT 
 
* Bob Calvert resigned on January 31, 2012. 

Connie Kostyra resigned on April 28, 2011. 
Charlene Anderson resigned on June 6, 2011. 

 Peter Newman resigned on August 1, 2009. 
 Dr. Mara Zapata resigned from the Ecology Board to become a member of the Education Advisory Board. 
 Mark Trowbridge resigned on August 20, 2012. 
 John Shapiro resigned on December 5, 2012. 
 
  
 
cc: City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager/Finance Director  
 City Attorney 
 Affected Board Members 
 
 
 
O:\3\BOARDS\Pending Board Appointments - 12-10-2012 CCRM.doc 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1042-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 150-034, INSTALLATION OF CENTRAL AIR 

CONDITIONING AND HEATING UNITS, POOL PUMPS AND 

EQUIPMENT, AND SPRINKLER PUMPS AND EQUIPMENT; 

BY PROVIDING AN ADDITIONAL SITE LOCATION FOR THE 

PLACEMENT OF SUCH EQUIPMENT ON NEWLY 

CONSTRUCTED PROPERTIES AND CLARIFYING THAT 

ALL APPROVED LOCATIONS ARE NOT TO BE WITHIN 

REQUIRED SETBACK AREAS; REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, since the amendment of Code Section 150-034 in 2006-2007 the 

mechanical equipment located outside of homes has been dramatically improved; and, 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid equipment improvements have effectively reduced 

the operating “noise” of such equipment; and, 

WHEREAS, it has also been determined that the location of such equipment 

provides energy saving consequences and more efficient equipment operation; and, 

WHEREAS,  a number of property owners of newly constructed homes have 

shown the inclination and desire to locate such equipment in specially designed side yard 

“niche” areas of the new structures; and, 

WHEREAS, these special location areas lend themselves to the planting or 

installation of proper screening from the side yard areas of adjacent properties; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of 

the City and its citizens to expand the approved area for the location of mechanical 

equipment for newly constructed homes; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 150-034, Installation of central 

air conditioning and heating equipment, pool pumps and equipment, and sprinkler 

pumps and equipment, is hereby amended as follows; 

 

Sec.150-034. Installation of Central Air Conditioning and Heating Units, Pool 
Pumps and Equipment and Sprinkler Pumps and Equipment. 

 

 (A) Location Property-New Construction - Central air conditioning and 
heating units, pool pumps and equipment and sprinkler pumps and 
equipment to be installed in conjunction with the construction of new 
residential structures may only be located in the rear yard area of the 
homesites. or in the side yard areas of homesites. All side yard location 
areas shall also be required to be properly obscured and screened from view 
by the planting of appropriate landscaping materials or the installation of 
fences, walls, or other appropriate and approved screening materials.  
Nothing contained herein shall permit the location of any equipment or 
screening materials within the required rear or side yard setback areas of the 
property. 

 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 

immediately upon adoption by the City Council. 

 

(THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________ , 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
First reading:   11-19-2012 – Tabled 
Second first reading: 12-10-2012 
Second reading:  01-14-2013 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
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 RESOLUTION NO. 2012-3567 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 

APPLY FOR A FY 2013 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL 

JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT FROM THE FEDERAL 

DRUG CONTROL AND SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM, THROUGH THE OFFICE OF GRANTS 

COORDINATION, JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT 

ADMINISTRATION FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY; 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE GRANT 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS, EXECUTE CONTRACTS 

AND AGREEMENTS TO ACCOMPLISH GRANT FUNDING 

PURPOSES, EXPEND FUNDING FOR ESTABLISHED AND 

AUTHORIZED PURPOSES, RECEIVE AND EXPEND 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING THAT MIGHT BECOME 

AVAILABLE, EXECUTE AMENDATORY APPLICATION 

DOCUMENTATION, AND TO EXERCISE ALL 

CONTRACTUAL RIGHTS, AUTHORIZATIONS AND 

PRIVILEGES AVAILABLE TO THE CITY; EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has been advised that it is eligible to apply for a 

FY 2013 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant from the Federal Drug Control 

and System Improvement Program; and, 

WHEREAS, the Office of Grants Coordination, Justice Assistance Grant 

Administration for Miami-Dade County is the agency that is responsible for receiving and 

processing such Grant applications; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Police Department has determined that it is eligible for applying 

to the County for Grant funding in the approximate amount of $2,803.00; and, 

WHEREAS, the Grant funding will be used by the City Police Department to 

continue the improvement of departmental records management and data migration by 

purchasing two additional scanners; and, 
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WHEREAS, the City Police Department, City Administration, and City Council have 

determined that it is both proper and appropriate to apply for the subject Grant Funds: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MIAMI SPRINGS: 

Section 1:   That the City Council of the City of Miami Springs hereby authorizes the 

City Manager to apply to the Office of Grants Coordination, Justice Assistance Grant 

Administration for Miami-Dade County, for a FY 2013 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 

Assistance Grant from the Federal Drug Control and System Improvement Program in the 

approximate amount of $2,803.00. 

Section 2:   That the City Council of the City of Miami Springs hereby further 

authorizes the City Manager to execute all contracts and agreements required to secure 

said grant funds, execute such other documents/contracts and agreements as will 

effectuate the purposes of the grant, expend the grant funds for the purposes set forth in 

the grant, receive and expend such other additional funding that might become available in 

coordination with the expenditure of the grant funds, execute and file any amendatory grant 

application documents required, and to appropriately exercise any and all rights, 

authorizations, and privileges contained in any contracts or agreements related to the grant 

funds. 

Section 3:   That the City Council of the City of Miami Springs hereby approves and 

authorizes the “Program Narrative”, attached hereto as Attachment “A”, which describes 

the Police Department activities related to the subject grant. 
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Section 4:   That the provisions of this Resolution shall be effective immediately 

upon adoption by the City Council. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, Florida, 

this 10
th
 day of December, 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing resolution was offered by 

________________ , seconded by  ____________________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
Zavier M. Garcia 
        Mayor 

 

ATTEST:           
      
        
________________     
Magalí Valls, CMC     
       City Clerk 
 

APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY AND FORM:    

 
Jan K. Seiden, City Attorney 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1048-2012 

 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION 35.53, BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; BY 

PROVIDING ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS TO SUBSECTION 

(K), DEFERRED RETIREMENT OPTION PLAN (“DROP”),TO 

EXPAND AND FURTHER CLARIFY AND EXPLAIN PLAN 

ELIGIBILITY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 

OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, recent proposals made by the City during collective bargaining 

with the Dade County Police Benevolent Association (“PBA”) for increased eligibility to the 

City’s Deferred Retirement Option Plan (“DROP”) have been rejected and unadopted; and, 

WHEREAS, during the same negotiations, the PBA has proposed that the 

annual retirement plan contributions of plan participants be reduced; and, 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid proposals by the PBA were likewise rejected and 

unadopted by the City; and, 

WHEREAS, although a final and complete solution to the retirement plan 

annual contribution escalations remains currently unattainable, the City, as part of 

collective bargaining, has proposed to the PBA that the accumulated excess Chapter 185 

Premium Tax Monies now available to it be used over the next two (2) City fiscal years 

(2012-2013 and 2013-2014) to provide “contribution relief”, on an interim basis, to the 

members of the police retirement system; and, 
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WHEREAS, the City’s proposal to reduce police contributions over the next 

two (2) City fiscal years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014)  was specifically conditioned upon the 

agreement of the PBA to certain amendments to the City’s DROP Plan; and, 

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2012, the PBA voted to ratify the City’s proposal 

to provide police “contribution relief”, on an interim basis, for the next two (2) City fiscal 

years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014) in exchange for the agreement of the Police Union to 

certain proposed amendments to the City’s DROP Plan; and, 

WHEREAS, upon notification of the ratification vote of the aforesaid City 

proposal by the PBA, the City Council considered the instant ordinance and an 

accompanying ordinance amending police participants annual contributions to their 

retirement plan for the next two (2) City fiscal years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014) and 

determined that the City’s proposal to the PBA, the ordinance amending the annual 

contributions of police retirement plan participants, on an interim basis, and the instant 

ordinance were both proper and appropriate and in the best interests of the City and its 

citizens: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 35.53, Benefit Amounts and 

Eligibility, and specifically Subsection (K), Deferred Retirement Option Plan, is hereby 

amended as follows: 
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Sec. 35-53 . Benefit amounts and eligibility. 

(A) …………………….. 

(B) …………………….. 

(C) …………………….. 

(D) …………………….. 

(E) …………………….. 

(F) …………………….. 

(G) …………………….. 

(H) …………………….. 

(I) …………………….. 

(J) …………………….. 

(K) Deferred retirement option plan (“DROP”) 

(1) Eligibility to participate in the DROP. 

(a) Any member who is eligible to receive a normal 

retirement benefit and who has either attained age 55 

with ten years of continuous service, or completed 20 

years of continuous service, may participate in the 

DROP.  Members shall elect to participate by applying 

to the board on a form provided for that purpose. 
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(b) Eligibility to participate shall be forfeited if not 

exercised prior to the completion of 30 years of 

continuous service. 

(c) A member shall not participate in the DR OP beyond 

the completion of 30 years of continuous service and 

the total years of participation in the DROP shall not 

exceed five years.  For example: 

1. Members entering the DROP on or after 20 years 

of continuous service, and prior to or upon the 

completion of 25 years of continuous service at 

time of entry in the DROP, may participate in the 

DROP for no more than five years. 

 

2. Members entering the DROP on or after the 

completion of 25 years of continuous service at 

time of entry into the DROP may participate in the 

DROP until the member completes 30 years of 

continuous service. 

(b) Plan members with at least twenty (20) but less than twenty-

seven (27) years of service may participate in the DROP for up 

to five (5) years. 
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(c) Plan members with twenty-seven (27) or more years of 

service, but less than thirty-five (35) years of service may enter 

the DROP and participate for up to three (3) years. 

(d) Plan members with thirty-five (35) or more years of service 

may enter the DROP at any time and participate for up to two 

(2) years. 

(e) The following examples are provided for further explanation of 

the foregoing provisions. 

 20 years of service – 5 years of DROP participation 

 23 years of service – 5 years of DROP participation 

 25 years of service – 5 years of DROP participation 

 26 years of service – 5 years of DROP participation 

 27 years of service – 3 years of DROP participation 

 30 years of service – 3 years of DROP participation 

 35 years of service – 2 years of DROP participation 
 
 

d (f) Upon a member’s election to participate in the DROP, he or 

she shall cease to be a member and shall be precluded from accruing 

any additional benefits under the pension plan.  For all pension plan 

purposes, the DROP participant shall be considered to be retired.  

The amount of continuous service and average monthly earnings 

freeze as of the date of entry into the DROP. 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 



Ordinance No. 1048-2012 6 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________ , 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
 
First reading:  12-10-2012 
Second reading: 00-00-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
 
City Clerk’s Office 
Revised: 5-Dec-12 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1049-2012 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS AMENDING CODE OF 

ORDINANCE SECTION 35-55, CONTRIBUTIONS;  BY 

PROVIDING A TWO YEAR PLAN FOR THE CITY TO 

REDUCE REQUIRED POLICE RETIREMENT PLAN 

CONTRIBUTIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 

OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the annual contributions required to be made to the Police 

Retirement System over the past few years by the City and the Police have increased 

dramatically; and, 

WHEREAS, the amount of the annual contributions required by the City and 

Police to the Retirement System has become an issue for collective bargaining with the 

City; and, 

WHEREAS, although no negotiated relief has been achieved by the parties, 

the City has continued to explore any and all alternatives to provide “contribution relief” to 

the Police and the City; and, 

WHEREAS, as part of collective bargaining, the City has proposed that the 

accumulated excess Chapter 185 Premium Tax Monies now available to it be used over 

the next two (2) City fiscal years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014) to provide “contribution 

relief”, on an interim basis, to the members of the police retirement system; and, 
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WHEREAS, the City’s proposal to reduce police contributions over the next 

two (2) City fiscal years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014) was specifically conditioned upon the 

agreement of the Dade County Police Benevolent Association (“PBA”) to agree to certain 

amendments to the City’s Deferred Retirement Option Plan (“DROP”); and, 

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2012, the PBA voted to ratify the City’s proposal 

to provide police “contribution relief”, on an interim basis, for the next two (2) City fiscal 

years (2012-2013 and 2013-2014)  in exchange for the agreement of the Police Union to 

certain proposed amendments to the City’s DROP Plan; and, 

WHEREAS, upon notification of the ratification vote of the aforesaid City 

proposal by the Police Union of the City, the City Council considered the instant ordinance 

and an accompanying ordinance amending the City’s DROP Plan and determined that the 

City’s proposal to the PBA, the ordinance amending the City’s DROP Plan, and the instant 

ordinance were both proper and appropriate and in the best interests of the City and its 

citizens: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS: 

 

Section 1: That Code of Ordinance Section 35-55, Contributions, is hereby 

amended as follows: 

Section 35-55.  Contributions. 

(A) Member contributions……….. 

(B) State contributions………….. 
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(C) City contributions…………… 

(1) ……………………….. 

(2) ……………………….. 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2) above, for the plan 

year beginning October 1, 2012, the employee contribution 

calculated in accordance with paragraphs (1) and (2) above 

shall be reduced to 16 percent, using accumulated excess 

Chapter 185 premium tax monies to fund the reduction; and for 

the plan year beginning October 1, 2013, the employee 

contribution calculated in accordance with paragraphs (1) and 

(2) shall be reduced to 16 percent, using accumulated excess 

Chapter 185 premium tax monies to fund the reduction.  If the 

total amount of accumulated excess premium tax monies 

available on October 1, 2013 is not sufficient to fund the 

reduction in the employee contribution to 16%, then the 

employee contribution shall be reduced to the lowest level that 

the total amount of accumulated excess premium tax monies 

available on October 1, 2013 are sufficient to fund. 

(D) Other………………… 

Section 2: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed insofar as they are in conflict. 

Section 3: That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Miami Springs, 

Florida this _____ day of ___________ , 2012. 

The motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance was offered on 

second reading by _______ , seconded by  ____________ , 

and on roll call the following vote ensued: 

 
Vice Mayor Ator  “___” 
Councilman Best  “___” 
Councilwoman Bain  “___” 
Councilman Lob  “___” 
Mayor Garcia  “___” 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 Zavier M. Garcia 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Magalí Valls, CMC 
    City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

 
Jan K. Seiden, Esquire 

                 City Attorney 
 
First reading:  12-10-2012 
Second reading: 00-00-2012 
 
Words -stricken through- shall be deleted.  Underscored words constitute the amendment 
proposed.  Words remaining are now in effect and remain unchanged. 
 
City Clerk’s Office 
Revised: 5-Dec-12 
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