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MYTHS REGARDING THE CITY’S SANITATION BILL INCLUDED IN PROPERTY TAX BILL

1) The City is no longer collecting my trash; this will now be done by the County?

FALSE, the city will continue to provide your trash and sanitation collection services. All the City is doing is eliminating the monthly trash bills and placing the bill on the resident’s annual tax bill.

2) I will be doubled bill? Will I pay for sanitation on my tax bill and the city continues to bill me monthly?

FALSE, you will not receive monthly billing from the city. The last city bill you receive will be in October 2010 which will be the final bill for the period up to 9/30/10. The amount on your tax bill covers the period from October 1, 2010 thru September 30, 2011. Once you pay your tax bill in October/November of 2010, you will not see another sanitation bill until October of 2011!!!!

3) The city is billing the entire annual amount up front???

TRUE, however in order to compensate you for this you will receive a 4% discount for paying your bill by November 30, 2010, or if you do not take advantage of the discounts you can pay the entire bill by March 31, 2011, this gives you six months to pay the bill.

4) I am forced to pay my bill all at once and I am not offered any alternatives?

FALSE, the County offers various payment plans including a quarterly payment plan that you can sign up for. Please contract the County Tax Collector at 305-375-5452 or visit the following website: 

http://www.miamidade.gov/taxcollector/property_tax_real_estate_payment.asp
5) If I do not pay my sanitation bill I can lose my home?

FALSE, Under Florida Statutes 197-252 and 197-253, residents may defer their property taxes and any non-advalorem assessments (sanitation/trash bills). These deferments will eliminate the possibility of a homeowner losing their homes solely because they did not pay their property tax bill. Contact the Tax collector for more information at 305-375-5452 or visit the following website: 

http://www.miamidade.gov/taxcollector/property_tax_real_estate_payment.asp
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MYTHS REGARDING THE CITY’S SANITATION BILL INCLUDED IN PROPERTY TAX BILL

6) The City did not need to change the billing method?

After the City transferred the water and sewer operation to the County, it had no method to enforce collection of delinquent trash bills. In the past the city was capable of shutting off water service for nonpayment of the bills, that capability was lost after the transfer, as a result the delinquent accounts for trash and sanitation increased significantly over the past two years. Delinquent accounts affect all of us since rates need to be increased when the revenues collected do not cover the operating expenses of the operation. By placing the bills on the property tax bills, we are guaranteed collection of the full amount due to the City and this will enable us to maintain rates as low as possible for our residents.

7) Residents were not notified of this change in billing?

FALSE, the city held public hearings on January 11, 2010 following four consecutive weeks of ads being placed in local newspapers. Additionally, notices were placed on the monthly utility bills commencing in March 2010 until September 2010, and a flyer was included in the property tax notice mailed by the County during August 2010. The City also placed information on its website regarding the proposed change.

8) Changing the billing system will require me to pay more?

FALSE, you will pay the same amount just the timing of the payment changes from monthly to annual.

9) My escrow account with my lender will change?

TRUE, but it will be on your monthly mortgage statement which is the same as receiving a monthly bill from the city. Escrow account reserves may increase but these amounts remain yours and will be credited to you in the new year.

10) Since I paid my trash bill in advance, I will lose that prepayment if I sell my house    before the year ends?

FALSE, this is treated the same way as your property taxes on the closing statement. When you sell your property you will get credit for the prepayment of your tax bill which includes the sanitation component.

